
 

 

Executive Summary 

 

This five-year Noise Action Plan – the third for London Stansted Airport is based on noise 
maps prepared by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs showing the 
situation at the airport in 2016. The plan looks to build on the extensive progress that has 
already been made in managing the effects of aircraft noise on local people and proposes a 
range of new measures, including; the seeking of government approval to lower daytime 
departure noise limits; a reduction in night time departure noise; and further restricting the 
noisiest types of aircraft that can operate at night. 

Since the publication of our first NAP and despite the airports ongoing growth, the number 
of people within the airport’s noise contours has reduced. This is largely due to the 
introduction of new, quieter aircraft – Stansted’s fleet of aircraft is one of the most modern 
in Europe. This reduction is enhanced by many of the measures introduced by the airport 
including; Performance Based Navigation - providing airlines with smarter ways of flying and 
our continuous engagement with stakeholders to improve operational performance in 
departure track keeping and continuous descent approach. 

Stansted Airport is now fully integrated within Manchester Airport Group and we have 
taken this opportunity to align this plan in accordance with those of the other airports in our 
Group. We believe this enables readers to better understand the operation of the airport 
and how we manage noise. 

This draft of the Noise Action Plan has previously been shared with our Airport Consultative 
Committee through its Environmental Issues Group and where appropriate, their comments 
have been included in this draft for public consultation.  

Within this draft, Section 3: describes how Stansted Airport contributes to the local, 
regional and national economy and outlines the ambitious but sustainable plans that the 
airport has for its future growth.  

Section 4 provides an overview of how and why noise contour maps are produced, and 
Section 5 outlines the changes to these and those living within them since our first Noise 
Action Plan was developed, based on 2006 data. 

The tiers of regulation of the aviation industry on an international, European, national and 
local level are described in Section 6, which also outlines the laws and policies that apply to 
operating Stansted Airport. 

An overview of airspace modernisation is provided in Section 8 shares detail about the 
successful implementation of Performance Based Navigation on two of our departure routes 
and our revised helicopter routing project. Further phases of wider airspace modernisation 
are expected during this Noise Action Plan, which will be subject to the Civil Aviation 
Authorities Airspace Change Guidance, CAP1616. 

Opportunities to reduce noise from arriving aircraft are discussed in Section 9, with the 
implementation of continuous descent approaches to runway 04 remaining the highest 
priority for delivery of airspace modernisation and Section 10 looks at aircraft movements 
whilst on the ground.  



 

 

 

In Section 11 we are proposing new initiatives to reduce noise for departing aircraft, 
including seeking government approval to lower our departure noise limit and to publish 
monitoring criteria for Continuous Climb.  

We recognise that night noise, Section 12, is a significant community concern and we are 
proposing to also reduce the night departure noise limit and simplify the noise limit system 
into just day and night limits rather than the current four separate time periods. We are also 
limiting the noisiest types of aircraft that can operate at night by not permitting new night 
slots for QC2 rated aircraft. 

We are committed to improving our communication channels and we will work with our 
Noise and Track Keeping Working Group to shape our public reporting and are seeking to 
upgrade our WebTrak system to enable more real time flight track availability.  

Additional information such as maps, data tables, noise contour maps, arrival and departure 
routes and details of our progress against our current plan are included as annexes in our 
supplementary information document. 

This draft Noise Action Plan includes existing and proposed measures to manage aircraft 
noise and shows how we intend to measure and report progress against our targets. 
Following a consultation of this new plan with local stakeholders during 2018, it will be 
presented for formal adoption by DEFRA in 2019. 

 

 

 


