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1.0 SUMMARY  
  
1.1 A safety incident occurred at an airport yesterday which involved a dangerous occurrence 

created during battery charging a piece of ground service equipment.  The equipment, 
owned and operated by a third party, was being charged overnight.  Details are copied 
below and the incident is under investigation. 

‘After being utilised to service a flight at approximately 2330, an electric baggage belt, 
was parked up for the night in a baggage void and connected to an external power unit for 
charging overnight.  Just before 01:00 a loud bang was heard by airport staff and CCTV 
shows debris being thrown from the area in which the electric baggage belt was parked; 
unfortunately the CCTV did not capture the equipment itself.  The force of the ‘explosion’ 
appears to have propelled the battery pack cover and an aircraft chock upwards, causing 
either one or both of the items to come into contact with elements of building 
infrastructure above the area where the equipment was parked; this caused some damage 
to metal electrical ducting. Whilst the CCTV footage doesn’t capture the equipment itself 
and the ‘event’, it does give an indication of the forces involved by virtue of the way the 
debris is thrown/spread.’ 

  
2.0 PROCEDURES 
  
2.1  You may wish to assess your process of battery charging including; correct process of 

charging batteries, battery life, and unattended activity such as long periods of charging, 
charging equipment, and other related safety processes concerned with battery charging 
and charging equipment. 


